Mobile Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Program Receives $101,108 Grant from The Community Foundation of South Alabama to Help Communities Affected by BP Oil Spill

Mobile, Alabama, January 10, 2012 – The Mobile Bar Association (MBA) Volunteer Lawyers Program has received $101,108 grant from The Community Foundation of South Alabama to address the unmet needs of individuals, families, and children significantly affected by the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and its aftermath.  The grant was made possible by a contribution received from the Fund for Gulf Communities, a program of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors.
The Fund for Gulf Communities was created through an anonymous donation to Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors to enhance the resiliency of diverse communities along the Gulf Coast. The Fund will achieve this goal by working with nonprofit organizations, such as The Community Foundation of South Alabama, that have strong ties to community-based organizations providing direct services to people in need.
This award will strengthen the Gulf Coast community by supporting the expansion of the MBA Volunteer Lawyers Program services from Mobile County into Baldwin County. Low-income Baldwin County citizens who have been impacted by the BP oil spill and are experiencing ongoing financial instability and personal hardship, will have access to the services of volunteer lawyers who can assist them with their civil legal needs.  VLP attorneys will not assist directly with filing of claims against BP, but instead will be available to provide related legal assistance in areas to include landlord-tenant matters, family law, estate law, and debt collection defense. 
Legal issues often directly affect families’ financial stability, independence and personal well-being.  At times, seemingly small unresolved legal issues can lead to catastrophic circumstances such the loss of a car, job, or home.  During a 2011 study conducted by the Alabama Department of Public Health, the CDC and the Alabama Department of Mental Health, 173 residents of Baldwin County were interviewed to assess the well-being of individuals impacted by the oil spill.  The study concluded that ongoing financial instability is having a lasting impact on the mental health of these individuals and their families.  By assisting Baldwin County residents in resolving these legal matters, the VLP will help to support the mental health, financial wellbeing, and social cohesion of these individuals and the community broadly.
About the Mobile Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Program
In 1987, the Mobile Bar Association organized a program to provide Pro Bono legal services to low-income individuals living in Mobile County. In April of 2000, the program was renamed the MBA Volunteer Lawyers Program (MBA VLP), and in 2003 it became the first pro-bono legal program in Alabama to be incorporated and receive 501(c)(3) non-profit status. This mission of the MBA VLP is to “provide pro bono legal services in certain civil legal matters to low income individuals.” Since its inception the volunteer panel has grown from 34 attorneys to 800. The panel attorneys provide on average 3,000 hours of free legal service annually. Typically each year, the MBA VLP closes over 800 cases and provides legal referrals impacting over 6,000 individuals seeking assistance. Other than Legal Services of Alabama (Mobile Office), which employs several staff attorneys, the MBA VLP is the only agency providing free legal assistance to citizens living in poverty in Mobile County. This grant award will support the expansion of VLP services into Baldwin County.
For more information visit www.vlpmobile.org
Contact:  Executive Director Shannon Shelley-Tremblay
Phone:  251-433-6693





E-mail:  shannon@vlpmobile.org
About The Community Foundation of South Alabama
The Community Foundation of South Alabama is a nonprofit foundation that plays a key role in meeting the needs of South Alabama through leadership and grants.  More than $60 million in grants have been awarded since 1976 by the Foundation to nonprofit organizations to support programs that make life better in our community.  The Community Foundation builds lasting endowments to ensure grants are available to support the community forever. 

For more information visit www.CommunityEndowment.com 
Contact:  Communications Officer Stephanie Ryan
Phone:  251-438-5591
E-mail:  communication@communityendowment.com 






